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Paul Emmanuel’s ‘Men and Monuments’ // A tender
perspective on masculinity and the military machine
by Gemma Hart
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Liminal figures lost in the landscape of the past.
Broken on the battlefield.
Tethered to temporality;
Paul Emmanuel’s latest exhibition Men and Monuments at the Wits Art Museum features a series
of site-sensitive anti-monuments. The Lost Men project started in 2003 when the Iraq War broke
out and other personal moments of loss surfaced. The desire to make memorials, stems from the
fear of being erased. However, the artist’s counter-memorials are rooted in impermanence.
Formally trained as a print-maker, the notion of making impressions on the skin has long been
central to his work. He notes how, “using the body as a site for recording events resonated very
strongly”.
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Part of developing the process-driven work entailed recording names of fallen soldiers from
battlefields. These sites of conflict were always intertwined with South African narratives. The
names were then inscribed on skin, pressed into flesh and captured photographically. The Lost
Men is tied to both personal and public loss, “my individual feelings intersect with the
collective”. The military is a particularly powerful institution and has historically been closely
connected to perceptions of masculinity. Emmanuel was called-up to the SADF during
apartheid, but was able to avoid conscription by becoming an art student at the University of
the Witwatersrand. He describes how, “one of the reasons why the apartheid military machine
was so effective at creating killers was the techniques that they employed to break you down
and build you up”.

Furthermore, central to Emmanuel’s practice, is a disruption of these kinds of constructs around
masculinity. Importantly, he describes how, “patriarchal society denies men the opportunity for
men to be vulnerable”. His aims as an artist have largely been focused on challenging
masculinities defined by aggression and dominance. “Masculinity and vulnerability have never
sat very comfortably side by side. That has concerned a lot of my practice”. This further extends
through softened depictions of the male body which begin to blur gendered lines. Emmanuel’s
contemplation of this subject matter has also facilitated a processing of personal shame –
relating to a lack of social acceptance around the artist’s queer identity growing up as a young
man.

In the contemporary moment, questions around developing healthy masculinities are asked with
increasing urgency. However, in a reflective acknowledgement by the artist of his subject
positions, he notes that, “I can only speak for myself”. In this deeply personal and poetic work,
Emmanuel reveals the power in vulnerability. Letting go has greatly informed this work. In
honouring its impermanence, the museum becomes a site for these remains, some torn and
tattered, in what the artist calls an, “exhibition of previous exhibitions”. There is tender
transience in the temporality. Located in a moment of active remembering.

The Show is on at WAM until the 16th of May 2020.
Men and Monuments is made possible with the support of The Embassy of France in South
Africa and The French Institute. Art Source South Africa are the managers of Paul Emmanuel’s
Lost Men project.
MORE A R T

Features Art Music Fashion Photography Pop Archive Discourse
Community Opportunities

Suggested Posts

Unpacking digital
expectations &
ghosting: are we
maintaining boundaries
or being trash?

The perseverance of
hyper masculinity in the
age of “freedom”

The miseducation on
sexuality: a look at
queer discourse &
online spaces

Defund the crown: Miss
SA has once again
made its values clear

With great power
comes great
responsibility | Travis
Scott and Astroworld

Rory and Mal are not
good guys

SA POP ARCHIVE

Popular Posts

CASEY DELPORT / POP ARCHIVE

iJusi // ‘rainbow nation’ media
cultures

Sunny Side Up: a smile for the
Sol

A glance at the contemporary media landscape in South Africa
conjures up images of newsstands littered with political scandal,
criminally bad tabloid journalism and bland design after bland
design. It’s no wonder that mainstream media can often leave a
sour taste in consumers’ mouths as it’s all too apparent that these
publications, both online and...

Industry plants and what they
mean

LINDIWE MNGXITAMA / POP ARCHIVE

Bubblegum disco era icon
Condry Ziqubu’s ‘Gorilla Man’ |
an Afrosynth release

Bouncers, bullets and pills: the
criminal underbelly of South
African nightlife

While Condry Ziqubu’s rise as a star of South Africa’s ‘bubblegum’
disco era may have appeared rapid, before his big break as a solo
artist in 1983, Ziqubu had already been working professionally in
the music industry for 15 years. A regular on the local soul scene
since the late 1960s in groups such as...

Urias – a rising Brazilian star
aiming to be a role model for
trans girls

LINDIWE MNGXITAMA AND KNEO MOKGOPA / POP ARCHIVE

This sh*t so good should be
legal | spotlighting local
OnlyFans cam performers

Middle Centre: on V Mash,
radical Black aesthetic
production and those honoured
only in death
The text that is to follow is an exercise of sorts between writer Kneo
Mokgopa and myself. An attempt at writing together from afar and
from places of familiar difference, of Vinolia Mashego, who was
affectionally known as V Mash to us and the rest of the nation. To
write of her in remembrance and...

MARCIA ELIZABETH / POP ARCHIVE

‘Epitaphs and Dreams’, Poems
by a Revolutionary in Exile
Which stories would I highlight – the underground anecdotes and
thrillers; the days and nights of love and war; the weapons I carried
(a Makarov in my shoulder bag in Gaborone, the AK next to my
bed in Lusaka) – “a gun in trained hands is knowledge, its hinges
and oily places as intimate as a...

Load More

LATEST POST

BOIPELO TSHABALALA / MUSIC / 3 DAYS AGO

BUBBLEGUM CLUB / COMMUNITY / 6 DAYS AGO

Sunny Side Up: a smile for the Sol

Taste Test: A few African music
suggestions

NKAMOHELENG MOSHOESHOE / MUSIC / 3 DAYS AGO

NKAMOHELENG MOSHOESHOE / FASHION / 5 DAYS AGO

Stepping into the portal of Hyperpop
Punk with Hugo Pooe and Griggs |
‘DISSATISFIED’

Making waves in the Nigerian Alté
movement | Ashley Okoli sets the
scene

LEE NXUMALO / MUSIC / 5 DAYS AGO

NKAMOHELENG MOSHOESHOE / MUSIC / 6 DAYS AGO

Exploring the world of Dominatrix with
New York ballroom darling Quanna’s
‘Miss Valentine’ EP

Moonchild Sanelly becomes herself in
multitudes | ‘Phases’ album release

NKAMOHELENG MOSHOESHOE / COMMUNITY / 7 DAYS AGO

BUBBLEGUM CLUB / COMMUNITY / 7 DAYS AGO

Top 5 movies and TV shows with queer
representation in 2022 — so far

Reintroducing Halls Breathing Space
with Karabo Poppy

JOY ANELISIWE MAHAMBA / FASHION / 2 WEEKS AGO
NKAMOHELENG MOSHOESHOE / COMMUNITY / 2 WEEKS AGO

TikTok | A note on gen Z and trauma

Investing in local fashion futures —
BULLDOG Gin x Wanda Lephoto in
celebration of Milan

LINDIWE MNGXITAMA / DISCOURSE / 2 WEEKS AGO

NKAMOHELENG MOSHOESHOE / MUSIC / 2 WEEKS AGO

Typical Catastrophes | Lil Nas X and
the BET Awards

Looking into the project and stench of
Englishness (thoughts cont.)

Load More

BUBBLEGUM CLUB TV
Soweto Riders Episode 3 - BMX Culture
Share

Soweto Riders Episode 3 BMX Culture

Soweto Riders Episode 2 BMX Culture

Soweto Riders Episode 1 BMX Culture
Watch on

Bubblegum Gallery presents
'PHANTOM' a solo exhibition
by ALUTA NULL

Get our newsletter straight to your mailbox
Your email address

SUBSCRIBE

Bubblegum Gallery presents
'12 seconds' Muofhe
Manavhela's inaugural
exhibition

Creative Hustles Episode 2

MAGAZINE
Authors
About
Bubblegum TV
Contact
Features
Services
Newsletter

SHOP
Latest Drop
My Account
Delivery & Returns

GALLERY
About the Gallery
Artists
Catalogues
Shop

Bubblegum Gallery presents
'The Body as a Site for Rest' a
by Lesego
Copyright 2022 All solo
Rights exhibition
Reserved
Seoketsa

%&'!(
Bubblegum Club, Media Mill, 7 Quince Street,
Braamfontein, 2001,
Africa Recipe
The Johannesburg,
Flying DishSouth
Kitchen

Video with Chef Neo

One on One sessions Episode
4

#BubblegumContemporaries
Ep 6: Sphephelo Mnguni

